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DD Day at the Legislature
DD Day at the Legislature was
held on February 22, 2022. People
with developmental disabilities,
family members, advocates, and
service providers got together to
educate legislators about issues
that are important to people with
developmental disabilities and their families.
This year's theme was "Community For All." The program
included remarks (video) by Governor Hogan and Senate
President Bill Ferguson. Governor Hogan addressed the effects
of COVID-19 on the disability community in his remarks,
Senate President Ferguson touched on the budget increase and
the effects of COVID, Secretary Carol Beatty, Maryland
Department of Disabilities, spoke about the workforce shortage,
Ande Kolp, Executive Director, The Arc Maryland, spoke about
the urgent need for community support to ensure that this
year's budget passes, and Lauren Kallins, Director of
Government Relations, MACS, addressed the crisis level
shortages of Direct Support Professionals (DSP).
The main topics of discussion for the event included:
Support for children with disabilities
Supported decision-making as an alternative to
guardianship
Developmental Disabilities Administration FY 2023 Budget
Direct support workforce crisis
Waiver programs that provide community supports to
people who need them - waitlist reduction
Voting rights for people with disabilities
Important dates to remember:
March 2 - Virtual budget hearing

March 3 - In-person budget hearing
Please go to https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/ to
register for additional information on the upcoming hearings
taking place at the Maryland General Assembly and learn how
you can get involved to ensure that the budget passes.
#DDDay2022
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Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month
March has been recognized as
Developmental Disabilities
Awareness Month since 1987 when
President Ronald Reagan issued a
public proclamation urging
Americans to provide individuals
with developmental disabilities “the
encouragement and opportunities they need to lead productive
lives and to achieve their full potential.”
While there has been significant and positive change in the
decades since, many challenges remain for this vulnerable
population.
At New Horizons, we are unrelenting advocates for participants
living with intellectual and developmental disabilities and
strongly believe this population can make a positive difference
in their communities, when given the opportunity to unlock
their potential.
Valentine's Day Party

New Horizons celebrated Valentine's Day
with a party held on February 11. The party
was a hybrid version of the annual
celebration, with participants attending in
person at Cheverly and Upper Marlboro as
well as virtually. Rhys Greenlee was the DJ,
he took song requests through the chat.
Rhys played a great collection of tunes and
had the ability to read the crowd and be
able to adapt the pace and energy of the
music to the folks on the dancefloor. Everyone seemed to
thoroughly enjoy the party.

New Horizons is Hiring!
New Horizons has openings for Direct Support
Professionals in the Day Program, Personal
Supports, and Community Development
Services. Benefits include health insurance,
competitive wages, paid time off, and
opportunities for career growth.
Please contact Jewells Estrada, Human
Resources Manager, at 301-579-4370 or
jestrada@nhssi.org for additional information.

Happy Birthday
With operations beginning to slowly return to
normal and restrictions easing up, staff
celebrated Deputy Director Kim Turner's
Valentine's Day birthday with two cakes and all
the trimmings.

Prince George's Provider Council Employment Awards
Congratulations to New Horizons'
nominees for The Prince George’s
Provider Council 2021 Employment
Awards.
Employee: Terry Cooper
Employer: Walmart (Bowie)
Direct Support Professional: Nolan Drakes
M-NCPPC Spring 2022 Guide
The Maryland-National Capital Park
and Planning Commission's Spring
2022 Parks & Recreation Guide for
Prince George's County is now
available.

Birthday Fundraiser
Will you consider donating your
birthday to New Horizons?
Make it count and support adults with
disabilities. Create a personal
fundraiser with Facebook on your
birthday.
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