April 2021

Vaccine Clinic
New Horizons will be holding a vaccine clinic on Tuesday, April 6,
between the hours of 10:00am - 3:00pm at our Cheverly location,
5711 Tuxedo Road. New Horizons is partnering with Rite Aid
Pharmacy to provide COVID-19 vaccinations to people with
intellectual and/or developmental disabilities in the Southern Region,
their caregivers that are 60 years old and over, direct support staff
of people that receive services from the DDA, people in the SelfDirected Services delivery model, and Coordinators of Community
Services.
St. Patrick's Day at New Horizons
New Horizons celebrated St. Patrick's Day with a
dessert party at the Upper Marlboro location.
A big thank you goes out to Kim Turner, Deputy
Director, for decorating the breakroom and
planning this special event for the Day Program
participants and staff.
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Federal authorities are being asked to step
in amid concerns that sensory sensitivities,
physical access and other barriers may be

keeping people with disabilities from
receiving COVID-19 vaccines.
A group of 13 U.S. senators sent a letter early this month to top
officials at the Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division and the
Department of Health and Human Services’ Office for Civil Rights
asking them to ensure that each state’s process for distributing
vaccines is in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act as
well as Sections 504 and 508 of the Rehabilitation Act.
“In order to make sure that everyone in the United States is able to
access these vaccines, we must attend to sectors of the population
that have access needs, in particular individuals with disabilities who
may need accommodations to access vaccination sites and register
for an appointment,” reads the correspondence from Sen. Maggie
Hassan, D-N.H., and a dozen of her colleagues. “In particular, we ask
that you determine that registration websites, vaccination sites and
vaccine information have four types of access: physical, sensory,
cognitive and technological.”
The lawmakers cited a recent report from Kaiser Health News, which
found that nearly all of the 94 federal, state and local websites with
COVID-19 vaccine sign-ups or information that they checked did not
meet accessibility standards.
The senators want the Justice Department and HHS to work with
states to make sure that the registration process — online or by
phone — is fully accessible and that vaccination locations are
equipped to meet various physical needs.
There should be socially distanced places for people to sit if they
cannot stand for long periods and individuals with disabilities should
be able to be accompanied by a caregiver, the lawmakers said. In
addition, distribution sites should account for people who may not be
able to wait for a long time due to sensory issues.
“For example, some people with autism or who have experienced
trauma are sensitive to lights, sounds, smells or touch, which makes
waiting in lines in busy settings and wearing masks for long periods
of time more difficult,” the letter states. “Sensory access requires
that vaccination sites proactively accommodate these needs with
alternatives for those who need them.”
Plain language, visual storyboards and other easy to understand
explanations should be provided both on vaccine-related websites
and at distribution locations to ensure cognitive access, the
correspondence indicates.
Beyond access alone, the senators said that “states should conduct
outreach to individuals with disabilities and caregivers to assure
them that their needs can be accommodated.”
Officials from the Justice Department and HHS did not respond to
requests for comment about the senators’ letter.
However, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has

recently updated its guidance for COVID-19 vaccine distribution to
emphasize the importance of disability access.
“Jurisdictions should consider the unique needs of residents, such as
people with disabilities or cognitive decline (and their caretakers), as
well as those with limited access to technology, when evaluating
vaccination location accessibility, communicating vaccine information
and scheduling appointments,” reads the update posted early this
month.
What is a COVID-19 variant, and will the vaccine protect me
from it?
Viruses constantly change through mutation,
and new variants of a virus are expected to
occur over time. Multiple variants of the virus
that causes COVID-19 have been documented
in the United States and globally during this
pandemic. Information about the characteristics of these variants is
rapidly emerging. At this time, there is no evidence that these
variants can evade the recently developed vaccines or cause more
severe illness or increased risk of death.
For more information, see the CDC Emerging SARS-CoV-2 Variants.
New Staff Member
New Horizons is happy to welcome Grace Kuria,
to the agency. Grace will hold the position of
Agency Nurse. Grace comes to New Horizons
with many years of experience in nursing;
having held positions as Delegating Nurse, Case
Manager, and Registered Nurse. She has been an advocate for the
geriatric community as well as people with disabilities.
Vaccine Update
The Six Flags COVID-19 vaccination site in
Prince George’s County is operated by the
State of Maryland and it is open to any
eligible Marylander.
For updates on appointment availability at Six
Flags and other state-run vaccination sites,
please
visit: https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/vaccine
If individuals text “MDREADY” to 898-211, they will receive text
notifications on their smartphones regarding updates about Six Flags
and the State’s other mass vaccination sites.

The State has also launched a COVID-19 Vaccination Support Center
where Marylanders can get help scheduling vaccination
appointments at the State’s mass vaccination sites, including Six
Flags America. Individuals can also get information on COVID-19
vaccines and help finding vaccination providers closest to their
homes. The number is 1-855-MDGOVAX (1-855-634-6829). It will
operate seven days a week from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. The center is
specifically designed to assist residents without Internet access.
Community Visit

Having received their first COVID-19 vaccinations, program
participants Chantel Queen, Paris Walker and Ashley Price
participated in a small group trip to Dave and Busters. The group
had a lot of fun playing games, socializing, and enjoying lunch. New
Horizons is eager to move toward 100% community-based activities
as restrictions ease and all of our participants are vaccinated.
Free COVID-19 Vaccines
COVID-19 vaccines are free for all residents who
live and work in Prince George’s County regardless
of insurance coverage or immigration status.
Information provided during pre-registration will
NOT be used by the federal, state, or local
government for any civil or criminal prosecution or
enforcement, including, but not limited to,
immigration enforcement. Your information will be
private and protected. Providers and vaccination
sites collect certain information from individuals receiving the
vaccine to monitor how many people are receiving the vaccine and
to ensure dose matching and appropriate timing for the second dose.
As appointments become available, individuals who complete
and submit this pre-registration form and are eligible will receive an
email from the Health Department with a link and instructions on
how to make a vaccine appointment. COVID-19 vaccines are offered
by appointment only.
Pre-register at: https://covid19vaccination.princegeorgescountymd.gov/
Town Hall Meeting with Senator Ben Cardin

On Monday, March 15, Senator Ben
Cardin held a town hall meeting to offer
his expertise on the ongoing pandemic
and vaccine rollout, the new federal relief
act, and what we must do to ensure that
vulnerable communities equitably recover from COVID-19.
The Senator answered questions and addressed concerns in a oneon-one Virtual Town Hall format via zoom.
Please click here to view the event if you were unable to attend.
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